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We want to hear from you!

Submit your feedback 
about your experience at 

DCN in the suggestion box 
across from the elevators 

on the 1st floor. 

Welcome Back!

Presidents	Newsle-er

Well	the	term	is	off	to	a	great	start!		Welcome	to	
the	125	on	ground	and	18	online	students	who	
started	with	us	this	term.	Our	new	Master	of	
Science	in	Nursing	program	is	up	and	running.		
Please	make	the	most	of	your	experience	here	a	
DCN	by	geHng	involved	in	the	organizaKons	and	
acKviKes	at	the	college.		We	have	two	addiKonal	
full	Kme	faculty	members	who	started	in	January.		
Stephanie	Craddick	and	April	Hille	have	joined	us	
as	Associate	Professors.		You	will	learn	more	about	
them	in	our	next	newsle-er.	Those	of	you	who	
have	been	here	for	a	few	terms	may	have	noKced	
that	we	have	replaced	the	lighKng	in	the	first	floor	
and	on	the	mezzanine.		It	sure	has	brightened	up	
the	place.		Our	new	maintenance	technician	
started	with	us	as	of	the	first	of	the	year.		He	will	
be	sprucing	up	the	place	over	the	next	few	terms.															



In the last issue we mentioned that 2018
will be a big year for Denver College of Nursing, 

                   and we weren't kidding! This fall we  
acquired two more amazing staff members 

                            that are ready and willing to empower our
students, and grow the profession of nursing.

 Jennifer Bresnahan is the new SIM lab/skills
Director and Bryant Pham is the new Lab 

 Coordinator.  These two individuals have a 
great deal of experience they are ready to 

 share with our students. As we welcome them to 
      our community, let's get to know them a little better! 

          Luckily, over the holiday these two were able to share some 
information about themselves to break the ice.  Jennifer  
Bresnahan started off by telling a little about herself,  

her education, and what brought her to Denver College of  
Nursing. 

"I have been an RN for 20+ years. I received my BSN in Illinois in 
1997. I worked at University Hospital as a charge nurse on the 
cardiac floor first, then in the ER for many years. After that I 
worked float pool for St. Anthony's and later for Lutheran.  I found 
a niche teaching and was adjunct faculty at Regis University for 
five years.  I finished my MSN in Nursing Education in 2014, and 
worked as the Director of Nursing at Red Rocks Community 
College until coming here in November"
 
 What made you choose DCN? What do you love about our 
school? 

"I love nursing and being surrounded by so many great, educated 
nurses is very empowering. DCN has an excellent reputation in 
Colorado for producing the top nurses around. The school is run 
very well and the education is top notch. All of the students I have 
encountered from DCN both here and in the acute setting are 
eager to learn, respectful and knowledgeable. I am proud to 
become a part of this great team."

 What is your slice of advice to our students- about school, 
the profession of nursing, networking, determining where to 
work, finding their niche in medicine, etc. 

"My advice is don’t give up. There will be times you may question 
the method to the madness that is nursing school,. But trust that 
there is a reason (and probably some evidence based practice!) 
behind it. Nursing is my passion and there are so many niches 
within it for you to explore. Ask questions and keep an open mind 
especially in clinical. That is where you can really find what your 
passion is."
 
Great advice!  Thanks so much 
for the time you took to introduce 
yourself to students here, and for
taking on this new position with 
the school.  We all look forward 
to a great first quarter in 2018!

Want to Join SNA? 
You only need 6 hours of 
service, 6 social credits, 6 
meeting credits before 
graduation! 
Mike Ruschival: Staff Support 
MRuschival@denverschoolofn
ursing.edu
SNA@mydsn.net

Want to Join GHP?
BSN students need two 

quarters of full participation to 
travel abroad and get clinical 
credit, and three quarters to 

get cords at graduation.  ADN 
students need two quarters of 
full participation to travel and 
two quarters to graduate with 

cords.
Full participation is six hours of 

community service at two 
different locations and one 

meeting per quarter.  

Contact THaskell@ 
denvercollegeofnursing.edu



Hello, my name is Morphine, I can get you high
You want me when you feel like you are gonna die
I'm given when fluid is in your lungs
Or when you are in pain
Too much of me can clog you up, or make you feel insane
I can slow your heart, I can take your breath away
If you take too much of me, you'll want me every day
Two to Four, nor more than Ten, if you put me in your vein
If you'd rather swallow me
It will take you longer to feel my gain
Narcan is my kryptonite
If a nurse can't do the math
My effect can last for hours
You can die from my wrath
Mixing me with alcohol isn't very wise
Sedatives and barbiturates will also close your eyes
If you're having trouble going number two
Just start taking Dilcolax and you'll finally go poo!
There are many things a nurse should teach you in the end
If you take me properly, I can be your friend
Naltrexone is designed to fight my addictive personality
Together we can stop abuse in perfect harmony
Your nurse will teach you many things before you leave the floor
Follow his/her directions and you won't need me anymore

-Josh

Student Spotlight
Josh Dynes- Q2-Killing it!

Pharmacology Poetry



 We got to hear from Mrs. Bresnahan, so now 
let's switch gears and get to know our new Lab 
Coordinator, Bryant Pham.  

Tell me/us a little about you- your 
professional background, experience, how 
you came into this position, etc.
    
"Well I have had quite a bit of interesting career 
pursuits since college. I was at one point an amateur 
food eater (personal record was a 7lb burrito in 12 
minutes, yeah I regretted it afterwards), I used to 
race longboards downhill, taught martial arts for 
almost 15 years now, through it all I kept finding 
myself gravitating towards science with a love for 
teaching others.   During my graduate studies, I 
taught physiology lab, biomechanics, and nutrition. 
Post graduation, I was offered an instructor position 
at CU Boulder teaching nutrition to undergraduates 
while working in a biomechanics lab machining a 
force-measuring treadmill for Olympic cross-country 
skiing studies. In between semesters I was looking 
for something a little more sustainable and saw the 
position open for a Lab Coordinator at DCN. And 
that, as they say, is that." 

 What made you choose DCN? What do you 
love about our school? 
" Well eating food and having a roof over my head is 
nice, and DCN allowed me to continue to do so. Ha 
ha all cynicism aside, while DCN does allow me pay 
the bills, it gives me a sense of community. After 
teaching a 400 person class at a big university, I 

longed for the days of smaller class sizes filled with 
laughter, critical thinking and individualized growth. I 
hope to get back into teaching soon, but for now the fast 
paced, ever changing role of Sim Coordinator is doing a 
pretty good job of keeping my blood pressure high 
along with an elevated heart rate."

 What is your slice of advice to our students- 
about school, the profession of nursing, 
networking, determining where to work, finding 
their niche in medicine, etc. 
" Hmmmm…. In terms of general life advice I would 
have to say: “Don’t be a jerk” Seriously it is that simple. 
Everyone is fighting a battle that no one else knows 
about. People have good days and people have bad 
days. In the end, you always find more doors open to 
you, if you are open to them yourself. Take care of the 
people around you and the best ones will take care of 
you in return." 

Again, great advice, and a big thank you for taking the 
time to introduce yourself, and for working at DCN. 
Have a great first 
quarter!
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